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him his weapons whole, his ghost might swarm down on
them in the hours of slumber and dispatch them with his
boomerang or other lethal implement. In favour of this
hypothesis may be alleged the circumstance that women's
belongings are not broken at the grave, probably because
their ghosts are less truculent than those of men.
On the important subject of totemism and the complex
rules of marriage connected with it the authors tell us almost
nothing, except that a man must always marry a woman of
another totem, and that the children take the totem of their
mother, not that of their father. On the question of the
system of relationships, which is doubtless classificatory, Dr.
Home and Mr. Aiston are silent. In fact, while we are
grateful to them for what they have given us, we wish that
they had given us much more ; for on many topics their
information is disappointingly scanty. One of the subjects
on which they dwell at comparative length is the making
and use of stone implements ; for the natives, in spite of
their intercourse with white people, are still in the Stone Age.
This section of the book should prove useful to antiquaries
who study the palaeolithic and neolithic remains of prehistoric
peoples in other parts of the world.
The account of the natives, which occupies the greater
part of the book, is appropriately preceded by an interesting
and vivid description of their country, which is for the most
part an arid and a dreary expanse of low sandhills and stony
flats, where the river-beds are generally dry and water can
only be found by digging. But after a heavy rain a wonderful
change comes over the landscape, and the whole country
bursts into blossom as by magic. But the beauty is transient;
the bloom soon fades. In a few weeks the scorching heat of
the sun has withered up the vegetation, and nothing remains
but dry stems and blackened seeds to tell where gorgeous
masses of flowers had lately spangled the desert with a blaze
of colour and filled the air with their sweet perfume. The
book is well illustrated by photographs which convey to the
reader clear ideas both of the country and the people, and
there is an excellent map.